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Deer Chrirmrn Trrhan,

I cnjoycd our Fcbnrary 26 discussion and apprcciate your commitmenl to the prcposcd weter compact

bctwccn thc Strte of Montm. and thc Confcdcmtcd Salish & Kotcnei Tribcs. I em likcwisc convinced

that Dcgoti.Gd sctlcmcnt rcprcscnts the bcst r€solution for the pcople of Montana. Thc June 30, 2015,

dcrdlirc for thc Tribcs to filc thcir claims in thc stttswidc gcncrrl stscam adjudic*ion nrcens thrt thc

2015 lcgislaivc scssior rrprcsents thc fin l opporonity for thc lcgishtur€ to rppmvc thc Compect prior

to thc filing of cleims.

Thc rcccnt disrclution ofdrc Flathced Joint Board of Control rnd rc.ssumption ofthc Flrthcrd Indim
Inigation Prcjcct by drc Burcru of Indian Affairs lcevcs thc Comprct wihout thc prolcctions for FllP
irig$ors dr.t wcrc prcviorsly negotiat€d as thc "Wetcr Usc Agrcomcnt." I would likc o cxtond to 0re

Tribcs a formel invitrtion to raopen negotiations with thc Statc for rhc purposc of rcsolving this issuc so

that lcgislrtion mry bc prcsartcd to thc 2015 lcgishturr. Thc St te bclieves thal ncgotirtions conc.minS

FIIP waor usc should bc bascd upon thc samc prcmisc thrt motivatcd the initial ncgotiations - nrmcly,

that inig.tion &livcrics will bc prooctcd and thet wrtcr sevcd through upgradcs rnd rcp.irs to the FIIP
will bc allocetcd o Tribrl instrcem flows.

With a rencwod commitncni by all pcrries, both to .dditionrl mgotietions and to public ormrh rnd
cducrtkn, I bclir:vc thet wc hevc an historic opporonity to rssure rccognition of Tribd wetcr rights in e

mmmr that protGcts w'tGr uscrs and rllows communitics to dcvclop and thrivc both on end off thc

R€scrvrtion. I appr,ocirtc the Council's continued commitmcnt to this outcomc snd loot fonmrd to
furthcr productive discussions.
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